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entirely escaped the voice of detraction; but,
in justice to the good sense and good feeling of
the English people, it must be acknowledged that
this unwelcome voice is almost wholly silent where
the Prince of Wales is concerned. Few, indeed,
are they who will not cordially and frankly acknow-
ledge that his personal qualities and. his lofty sense
of duty well entitle him to share with his illustrious
mother, the Sovereign,/he loyalty and affection
of the British people air over the world.
46 Attributes" of King Edward! They are
noted in scores of volumes and in thousands of
newspaper articles and magazine essays, written
in all languages, and, with rare exceptions, frankly
eulogistic of our Prince and King. Where, as in
1891, Continental and other writers across the sea
let fly their poisoned arrows they took their
inspiration from the diatribes of English journalists
"""^some of them (like those of the " Tomahawk "
and the precious " Annuals ") Government clerks,
" smearing paper " by day and defaming Queen
Victoria and her son by night.
Europe was spellbound by Edward vn. His
movements, his alleged sayings (mostly fiction),
his objects (mostly imaginary also) exercised the
minds of the people who count* The calendar
tells us that it is August 1907. It is the holiday-
time of the Earth's Rulers, and consequently the
witching hour of the canard. Every day for the
next three or four weeks the telegraph wires will
throb, and at the world's telephone there will be
collected diplomatists, financiers, merchants, and